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REF: MANILA 11653 

1 . AT AUGUST 2 RESUMPTION OF COURT MARTIAL OF LIEUTENANTS 
MATILLANO AND REGIS, COURT REVERSED EARLIER DECISION TO ALLOW 
A BICUTAN DETAINEE TO TESTIFY MATTEL ANO TORTURED HIM. PROSECU- 
TION HAD HOPED TO CALL THREE BICUTAN DETAINEES AS WITNESSES 
AGAINST MATILLANO, IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH TORTURE OF MRS. 
HERRERA BY MATILLANO PART OF PATTERN (SEE REFTEL). LAW 
MEMBER OF MILITARY TRIBUNAL, CAPT DAVID ALFECHE, HAD RULED 
AT LAST HEARING (JULY 27) THAT ONE THE THE THREE, JOSE KITCHING, 
COULD TESTIFY. AT OPENING OF AUGUST 2 SESSION, ALFECHE 
REITERATED PREVIOUS RULING AND ASKED IF THERE WERE ANY OBJEC- 
TIONS. ONE MEMBER OF TRIBUNAL RAISED HAND. COURT THEN 
ADJOURNED TO MEET IN CLOSED SESSION, EMERGING AFTER ONE HOUR 
TO ANNOUNCE DECISION BY MAJORITY VOTE NOT TO ALLOW KITCHING 
TESTIMONY. COURT RULED THAT, INSTEAD. WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF 
ALL THREE DETAINEES COULD BE SUMBITTED AS ' OFFERS OF 
EVIDENCE." PROSECUTION THEN RESTED ITS CASE. 

2. REVERSAL OF LAW MEMBER'S EARLIER DECISION PROMPTED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MRS. HERRERA'S CIVILIAN ATTORNEY, FORMER SENATOR FRANCISCO 
RODRIGO, TO SEND SCATHING LETTER TO TRIBUNAL FOLLOWING 
DAY (AUGUST 3). RODRIGO ARGUED THAT UNDER COURT MARTIAL 
PROCEDURES RULINGS OF LWA MEMBER ON ADMISSIBILITY OF 
EVEDENCES ARE FINAL. RODRIGO INFORMED COURT HE WILL 
CONTINUE TO GIVE MRS. HERRERA LEGAL ADVICE, BUT WILL NO 
LONGER PERSONALLY ATTEND HEARINGS, IN ORDER "TO SHOW MY 
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DISSATISFACTION AT THE WAY THE TRIAL IS BEING CONDUCTED." 

3. AUGUST 3 SESSION, WHICH RODRIGO DID NOT ATTEND, WAS 
UNEVENTFUL. DEFENSE FILED PRO FORMA MOTIONS FOR RULING 
OF NOT GUILTY AND ARGUED IN FAVOR OF MOTIONS FOR ONE HOUR. 

COURT THEN ADJOURNED UNTIL AUGUST 8. 

4. COPIES OF THREE RECENT RODRIGO LETTERS TO THE COURT 
BEING POUCHED EA/PHL. 
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